The Australian Army is currently evaluating five new vehicles as light cross-country support

vehicles. In the 0.75-1.00 tonne payload class are the diesel Mercedes-Benz 300GD and the
automatic, petrol Jeep M10. In the 1.50-2.00 tonne category, Mercedes and JRA are once again
battling it out with the Land-Rover 110 6x6 and the Unimog UI300. IAN GLOVER takes a look at

AY BACK in the days

when some of us were

wearing Moratorium

badges and others. ‘lucky’
in the Government ballot, had to swap
them for Lance-Corporal’s stripes. the
Auslralian Army was toving with the
idea of finding a replacement vehicle
for the then ageing GP Land-Rover.
Now, thirteen-odd vears later, it's
gotten around to it. and whether that
replacement will be another
Land-Rover or something totally
different again is a matter of hot
contention by the companies
involved: JRA, Mercedes-Benz and
Jeep. It is not a matter of straight
replacement. either. The Army’s
categories of vehicles have been
expanded.

Until fairly recently, the Army
operated three categories of
cross-country vehicles. The 0.75 tonne
pavload class was occupied by the 2.6
litre diesel Series Il Land-Rover.
Then there was a huge jump to the
2.50 tonne payload International 4x4,
and another leap to the 4.00 tonne
payload Inter 6x6.

International Harvester has now
been completely neglected in favour
of the 4.00 tonne pavload Mercedes
Unimog 1700 and 8.00 tonne
pavload Mack 6x6. with the lower-end
contest still to be run.

The Army’s tests, which began in
early October, will be run over 12
months. Shortly after, the ‘winners’
will be announced, and the contracts
issued. It's not worth all that much:
2600 one-tonners over a five to
six-vear period and 400 two-tonners
over a two or three vear stretch. Then
acain. i1t’s not chickenfeed either. Let's
look at the costs of the contenders.

The Land-Rover. fully engineered to
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the Leyland hopefuls.

Army specs, has a price tag of
$21.044. (All companies have
currently sold, not lent. three vehicles
of each tyvpe to the Army for tests.)
Should it be successful. that's $54.7
million over that five or six vear
period. Jeep's M10. at $17.592. would
net the company $45.7 million, and
the 300GD, at $24,748 (how come the
civilian buver payvs almost $40.000 for
a 300GD?) would earn $64.3 million
for Stuttgart.

The heavier vehicle contract is not
quite so spectacular. JRA, at $29.600
per unit. would earn $11.8 million
while Benz. with a price of $45.806
per unit, is looking at an $18.3
million contract.

JRA executives are quietly confident
that they'll score at least one of the
contracts, and if good. solid
engineering is anvthing to go buy.
they certainly deserve to. Already.
enquiries have been coming in from
all around the world about this
Australian-built vehicle. both in 4x4
and 6x6 configuration. Manyv have
come from Third World countries.

Local engineering. development and
testing has taken the form of installing
the Isuzu 3.9 litre 4BDI direct
injection diesel engine into the 110,
which comes normally equipped with
the 3.5 litre V8. as powering the
Range Rover: and the entire
development of the 6x6. JRA’s Geof
Stubbs takes vou over the engineering
details of the 6x6 rather like
Michelangelo showing Julius 11 the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel

Land-Rover (UK] sel up the test
parameters. provided specialised
design assistance, supplied special
components. and funded the project.
Judging by British reaction. we could
be selling the 6x6 back to the Poms!

D and D

Land-Rover 3.9D owners will be no
strangers to the engine of the military
110. for thev are powered by one and
the same unit. the tough four-cvlinder
heavy duty unit fitted to Australian
Landies since September 1981.
Though a little noisv. the engine is a
very hard working unit. with plenty of
both power and torque and one of the
most thorough fuel filtration svstems
we've seen. And the noise in cabin
has been cut down by better sound
proofing.

It's interesting to note that the Isuzu
diesel engine currently accounts for
around 70 per cent of current Stage 1
Land-Rover sales in this country: JRA
execs are confident that will be a
minimum percentage of civilian 110
sales. given that the vehicle will be
made available with a number of
engine options. including. of course,
the 3.5 litre V8. Of even more interest
is that there’s a turbo version of the
Isuzu motor due next vear. with
preliminary publicity boasting a 20
per cent increase in power and a 25
per cent improvement in torque, with
JRA engineers confident it would
match well to the Isuxu gearbox and
the Leviand transfer case.

Of course. there are quite a few
changes under the bonnet between the
militarv and civilian Land-Rovers
powered by the 4BDI. The air intake.
which creates the distinctive round
mesh hole in the 3.9D mudguard. has
been moved up to the top section of
the guard on the 10. for even more
height in the event of water crossings.

Another glaring ditference is
immediatelyv evident in the double
pulley and belt running to the
Armv-designed alternator — a glant
unit which created quite some fitting
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in short. a practical. brilliantly
thought out and executed approach to
a series of logistical problems.

Steering
The 6x6 is a real jov to drive. both on
the highway and in the rough. and

much of the credit must go to power
sleering — something not available on
the Army 4x4, but which will be
offered as an option on the civilian
version. It's modified Range Rover
steering. There’s a dampener on the
shafl, offset with universal joints.

Power assist comes from an lsuzu
pump married to the Range Rover
power steering box. It is a gear-driven.
as opposed to belt-driven unit (there'd
be no room in the engine bav for more
belts]. and is hence very much more
reliable. Another positive aspect of
this unit is that it is a variable power
steering svstem. There's very little
assist dead ahead. but it comes on
progressivelyv while turning. It's not a
‘ram’ type. constant ratio system as
vou normally find on American
vehicles, and hence exhibits nothing
of the twitchiness we often expect in
vehicles equipped with power
steering.

Summing up

The [.ami Rover 110 is a brilliant
vehicle. Given an Army-specced price
of $21.044. it’s to be hoped the 110 in
civvies can be sold for less than
$20.000. For the man on the land. the
contractor. the heavy duty user of any
kind. it will give any competitor more
than a run for its money.

As long as Levland (UK) deesn't put
too high a premium on that very
competitiveness and put the 110
bevond the wallet of the people it
would suil mos!.
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OFF-ROAD

A MUST!

EMERGENCY RADIO

OCCurs.

carry case.

13 GAREMA CIRCUIT,
KINGSGROVE 519 4011

COMM(IN]CATIONS

SANTRONIC PRESENTS
MIDLAND'S READY RESCUE

DON'T BECAUGHT WITHOUT ONE!
For those awkward moments when breakdown

Full 40 channel CB with magnetic antenna
cigarette lighter cord. Fits into compact

Available through all Repco outlets.

. SANTRONIC AGENCIES PTY.LTD.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME.
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T T
OFF ROAD
CAMPER TRAILER

Designed and built in Aus-

tralia for Australian condi-

tions, the ‘Tourer' can ac-

commodate from 2 to 8

people and weighs only
280kg.

ROAD & TRAK
CAMPERS P/L

UNIT 19/16 LOYALTY ROAD
NORTH ROCKS 2151 NSW
TEL: (02) 630 7235
F’LEASE SEND ME YOUR
LATEST BROCHURE
NAME

WANTED
DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS
AUSTRALIA ‘WIDE’







